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MURDER VICTIMS’ FAMILIES AND WRONGFULLY CONVICTED DECLARE DEATH PENALTY’S FAILURE ON 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS REINSTATEMENT

Growing concerns about wrongful conviction and the negative impact of the death penalty on murder victims and the community spur discussion 
<INSERT CITY OF PUBLICATION>, CA – Sharing their personal accounts of the failures of California’s criminal justice system, <SPEAKER NAMES> will speak to <CONGREGATION>, on <DATE>, at <TIME>. <REPLACE FOLLOWING TEXT> Herman Atkins was wrongfully convicted of a rape he did not commit in Los Angeles and spent 8 years in prison before he was finally freed. Vera Crutcher’s son was murdered in 1984. They will be joined by legal scholar Larry Marshall, professor at Stanford Law School and former head of the Center for Wrongful Convictions in Illinois. 

The speakers will discuss the problem of wrongful conviction and the failures of the death penalty in California. This critical discussion comes as the nation marks the 30th anniversary of the reinstatement of the death penalty in the United States, following the Supreme Court decision in Gregg v. Georgia, and at a time when more Californians are realizing that permanent imprisonment is a more sensible public safety alternative than the death penalty.
“Public support for the death penalty in California is at its lowest point in 20 years, death sentences have declined by more than 50% since the late 1990’s, and executions in the U.S. are down by 40% since 1999, ” said <INSERT NAME>, <INSERT TITLE> of the <INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME>. “People are turning away from the death penalty because it has proven to be costly, ineffective and unfair, to our community and to the survivors of murder victims.”


The growing number of wrongful convictions in California and across the county has raised more concerns about the failure of California’s criminal justice system and about use of the death penalty. More than 200 men and women have been wrongfully convicted in California of serious felonies, just since 1989. Across the country, 123 innocent people have been freed from death rows since 1971. 


A government commission is currently investigating the problem of wrongful convictions and the death penalty in California. The California Senate created the California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice in 2004. Chaired by former Attorney General John Van De Kamp, the Commission is currently investigating such issues as mistaken eyewitness identification and false confessions. “Now is the time for all Californians to learn about the problem of wrongful conviction and the work of the Commission,” said <INSERT NAME>, <INSERT TITLE> of the <INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME>, one of the organizers of the event. “It is time for a serious public conversation about what changes are needed to ensure that California’s criminal justice system serves our communities: convicting the guilty, protecting the innocent and treating all Californians equally.”
The event at Congregation Example is part of the Faces of Wrongful Conviction Speakers Series. The Faces of Wrongful Conviction Speakers Series brings to communities across California the voices of men and women who were wrongfully convicted of crimes they did not commit, as well as murder victims family members, former prosecutors, religious leaders and legal experts. For more information, visit www.facesofwrongfulconviction.org.
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