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<Your Name>

<Affiliation>

<Address>

<City, State, Zip>

<Contact Number>

Date

Letters to the Editor

Newspaper

Address

Dear Editor:


<<Recommended reference to the papers previous articles on the death penalty (“article title,” date published.)>>

On  *__date of event__*, *__name of speaker__*, *__speaker’s credentials__* spoke at the *__location of event__* at *__time of event__.*  This event provided our community with a unique opportunity to discuss the failures of California’s criminal justice system generally and the death penalty in particular.

The death penalty does not make sense for Californians.  Since its reinstatement, 123 people have been released from death row across the nation, six in the state of California.  California spends $114 million dollars more each year on the death penalty than if all the state’s death row inmates were serving life sentences in prison.  A person whose victim is white is four times more likely to be sentenced to die than a person whose victim is Latino.  Given these facts, it is clear that the death penalty system is unfair, unjust and a waste of resources. 

Sincerely,

<<Your Name>>
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